
was busy gleaning advice from knowledgeable friends and experts, 
including a paint consultant from Farrow & Ball who travelled doym 
and spent two days with Anna choosing colours for the entire house. 

FURNISHING THE CHATEAU 
"Most of the rooms are huge, with high ceilings and wonderful windows, 
so we needed big basic pieces on a budget.' says Anna. To tha tend, 
she arranged the delivery of two containers of reclaimed teak furni­
ture from Java. including four-poster beds, tables, chests and chairs. 
Next, she ordered crystal chandeliers from a factory in Prague. The 
pieces served as the perfect founda tlOn for designing the in tenors. 

Anna used silk, linen and velvet curtain fa bric, bough t cheaply 
in London markets, to subtly alter the atmosphere of each space. Key 
pieces were then chosen to add character. The bathrooms are as 
grand as the bedrooms. and the most striking of those is the 
Ballroom bedroom, with white accessories against deep blue walls. 

Today, Anna and Aib and their children - Lizzy, five, and 
Thomas, six -live in the smaller 13th-century wing, while the vast 
18th-century part is rented out as a relaxing holiday location. It 
comes complete with kitchen, living room, seven en-suite bedrooms 
and a cinema. "We are completely flexible," says Anna. "Some people 
like to cook for themselves, but for those who don't we provide staff" 

The project has been so successful that she and Aib are now 
converting the bam at the top of the garden IDto a family home so 
that they can let the chateau out in its entirety. As for the six-month 
sabbatical, that idea is history. "The children love their school: our 
culinary talents have expanded and we are becoming rather good at 
Bordeaux wines. What more could anyone want?" says Alb. .. 
For details about renting Chdteau Rlgaud, visit chateawigaud.ca.uk. 
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